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JC Literature in English 

Paper 120/01 

General Comments 

In the 2021 examination, poor knowledge of text content contributed immensely to the general poor 

performance. A large number of candidates had challenges in meeting the specific demands of the 

questions. Rubric infringement was another contributory factor to the unsatisfactory candidates’ 

performance. 

It was noted that candidates have reverted to the poorest way of presenting their responses. For 

instance, in passage-based questions, they either re-narrated the passage or used support details that 

were outside of the given passages. Also, a sizeable number of candidates answered one part of the 

question and left the other part unanswered, thus rendering their responses incomplete.  In the 

traditional essays, even though text content was fair, some candidates just narrated the story without 

relating it to the question demands. It was also noted that some candidates used only the passage 

details from passaged-based questions for support, instead of the whole text. In empathic questions, 

candidates dismally failed to capture the voice of the characters, moment given and the atmosphere. 

In poetry, candidates’ performance was disastrous. Most candidates failed to meet the demands of the 

questions, as such rendering their responses extremely wanting. 

 

Popular Questions among candidates in this examination were: 

Section A -   Question 4 and 5 

Section B - Question 7 

Section C – Question 10, 11, and 16 

 

Least popular Questions among candidates in this examination were: 

Section A – Question 1, 2 and 3 

Section B – Question 8 and 9 

Section C – Question 13, 14, 15, and 17 and 18 
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SECTION A:  DRAMA 

Candidates’ performance in this section was average as compared to the previous year(s). The most 

popular text was ‘The Gods are Not To Blame’ as compared to ‘Pygmalion’ 

Comments on specific Questions 

Pygmalion 

Question 1 

(a) What, in your opinion, does the passage reveal about Liza Doolittle’s personality? Support 

your answer with details from the passage. 

This was one of the least popular questions in this section and it was very poorly done. Candidates 

who chose this question merely re-narrated the passage without relating it to the question. They 

were supposed to identify Liza’s personality traits as revealed in the passage. Liza could be seen 

as an assertive, ambitious, intelligent but disrespectful and uncouth young lady. 

(b) What are your feelings as you read the passage? Support your answer with details from the 

passage. 

In this question, candidates’ performance was extremely wanting. This question required candidates 

to express their feelings towards all the characters in the passage. Instead, they focused their 

feelings only on Liza. They were supposed to express feelings of admiration for Liza’s ambition and 

intelligence but be annoyed by her rudeness and disrespectful demeanour. Feelings of admiration 

for Pickering for being welcoming to Liza were expected. They would be annoyed at Mrs. Pearce 

for scolding Liza and admire Higgins for taking on the challenge of teaching Liza. 

 

Question 2 

For what reasons would you consider Professor Higgins as proud and inhumane in the story? 
Support your answer with close reference to the text. 

This was the most unpopular question among candidates in this section and it was poorly done. Poor 

knowledge of text content was the major contributory factor to the poor performance. As a result, 

candidates used only the details in the passage in question 1 instead of the whole text. They were 

supposed to identify inhumane and cruel traits that Higgins shows throughout the text. For instance, his 

treatment of Liza left a lot to be desired. He treated her more like a science project than a human being. 

Also, his pride in his achievements and the way he relates to his mother’s friends show how inhumane 

he is. 
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Question 3 

You are Mr. Doolittle just after becoming middle class. Write your thoughts. 

Again, this was one of the least popular questions among candidates in this section and was very poorly 

done. Candidates did not know who Mr Doolittle was, as a result, they only reflected their own thoughts 

than those of Doolittle. They were supposed to reflect feelings of anger at Higgins for mentioning his 

name to Wannafella, have anxiety and worry that his lifestyle would have to change and conform to that 

of the middle class.  He would also be annoyed that he would have to be responsible for many people 

now that he is rich. 

 

The Gods Are Not To Blame 

Question 4 

(a) What, in your opinion, does the passage reveal about Queen Ojuola’s character? 

Support your answer with details from the passage. 

This was the most popular question among candidates in this section and it was fairly done. 

Candidates were able to identify Ojuola’s character traits as revealed in the passage. However, 

some candidates chose to re-narrate the passage instead of bringing out Ojuola’s personality. They 

were supposed to identify her as protective, supportive, intelligent, respectfulness and emotional. 

(b) What are your feelings as you read the passage? Support your answer with details from 

the passage. 

In this question, candidates did well. They were able to express their feelings towards the different 

characters in the passage. Only a small number of candidates focused on Ojuola or Odewale only. 

They were supposed to express feelings of admiration for Ojoula for being so supportive to her 

husband’s plight in finding the murderer, be annoyed at Odewale for disrespecting Ojuola and the 

Chiefs and pity the Chiefs for having to face Odewale’s anger. 

 

Question 5 

For what reasons would you consider Odewale unfit and undeserving to be king in the story? 

Support your answer with close reference to the text. 

This was also one of the popular questions among candidates in this section, however it was poorly 

done. Poor knowledge of text content was the main contributory factor. As a result, most candidates 

used details from the question 4 passage instead of using the whole text as reference, rendering their 

responses extremely wanting. They were supposed to identify reasons that disqualify Odewale as king 

in the story. For instance, his hot temper, his compulsiveness, his impatience, and aggressive nature 

as well as his pride.  
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Question 6 

You are Abero at the end of the story. Write your thoughts. 

In this question, candidates’ performance was disastrous. It was apparent that they did not know who 

Abero was. Instead, they projected Aderopo’s voice, rendering their responses irrelevant. They were 

supposed to reflect Abero’s feelings of shock and devastation at what just happened to Ojoula and 

Odewale, be surprised that Odewale did actually go through with punishment, praise the power of the 

gods and be relieved that even though in tragedy, the mystery of the sickness has been resolved and 

the Kutuje people will be healed. 
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SECTION B:   POETRY 

Comments on specific Questions 

In this section, candidates’ performance was extremely wanting. Again, poor knowledge of text content 

was the major factor that contributed to the general poor performance. Some responses were as if the 

candidates had not seen the poems before, thus rendering their responses grossly irrelevant. 

When Fishes Flew and Other Poems 

Question 7 

How has David Rubadiri used language to the poem dramatic. 

This was the most popular question among candidates in this section, however their performance was 

extremely poor. Candidates who chose this question merely gave a general analysis of the poem, 

without relating it to the question demands. At times, even the general analysis would be inaccurate, 

suggesting that the candidates did not know the poem at all. They were supposed to identify the 

dramatic moment in the poem through the movement of the clouds, the change of the environment, the 

movement of the wind, the reaction of the villagers and the pouring down of the rain. 

Question 8 

Choose one from the following and show how the speaker has successfully made you feel 

emotional. 

Gabriel Okara: Once Upon a Time 

Mzi Mahola: Times Like These 

In this question, candidates’ performance was fair. Candidates who chose this question were able to 

remember the poems’ details as well as relate them to the question demands. In the poem Once Upon 

a Time they were able to state reasons for being emotional, such as the fakeness of society, 

materialism, conditional love, but hope that the speaker is willing to change and be a genuine person 

again. In the poem Times Like These, candidates were able to state reasons for being emotional, such 

as the loss of a parent at a very young age, that people considered as friends can change, favours are  

not reciprocated but humbled that the speaker does not blame his father for not teaching him the life 

lessons. 

Question 9 

With reference to either The Morning is Shining by Olive Schreiner or Hawk Roosting by Ted 

Hughes, explore the speaker’s attitude towards nature. 

This was the least popular question among candidates in this section, but it was fairly done. This is in 

particular to candidates who chose Hawk Roosting over The Moring Sun is Shining. In the poem The 

Moring Sun is Shining, candidates were supposed to point out the speaker’s love and appreciation for 

nature through the vibrant colours of this ideal morning, glorify the sun but point out that this beauty is 

in vain if one does not have someone to share it with. In the poem Hawk Roosting, the speaker’s attitude 
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is that of pride in its superiority over all creation, that the environment had been made for his 

convenience, that nature is there to serve him and be adamant that things will remain like this. 
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SECTION C:  PROSE 

In this section, candidates’ performance was poor when compared to the previous year(s). The most 

popular text among candidates in this section was The Pearl and the least unpopular text was The 

Mending Season. 

Comments on specific Questions. 

The Pearl 

Question 10 

(a) What are your feelings for Juana as you read the passage? Support your answer with 

details from the passage. 

In this question, candidates’ perfomance was average as compared to the previous year(s). Some 

candidates merely re-narrated the passage instead of relating the details to the question demands. 

Also, other candidates misunderstood the question and wrote about Juana’s personality. However, 

some were able to express their feelings for Juana as revealed by the passage. For instance, 

feelings of sympathy, worry, pity, and admiration for Juana. 

 

(b) What does the passage reveal about Kino’s character? Support your answer with details 

from the passage. 

This question was well done. Candidates were able to identify Kino’s character traits as revealed in 

the passage, for instance, those of being strong-willed, persuasive, honest, inconsiderate, and 

weak. 

Question 11 

For what reasons would you consider Kino as strong and courageous in the story? Support 

your answer with close reference to the text. 

This was another popular question among candidates in this section, however, it was poorly done. Most 

candidates who chose it used details from the passage in question 10 instead of drawing examples 

from the whole text. As result, their responses were extremely wanting. They were supposed to find 

reasons that make Kino strong and courageous. For example: his courage was seen when he went to 

seek help for his son at the doctor’s house even though he hated him, when he revealed his dreams 

after finding the pearl, he also stood up for himself against the pearl buyers, he decided to go to the 

capital – a place he had never seen before, and he also had courage to throw back the pearl after losing 

Coyotito. His strength is seen when he dives for the pearl, he fought off numerous attacks and survived 

them, and facing the trackers and killing all of them. 

Question 12 

You are Juana, after realising that Kino has killed a man. Write your thoughts. 

In this question, candidates’ performance was very poor. Candidates who chose this question did not 

remember the moment on which the question was based. Instead, they used details from question 10 
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passage. This question required that the point of departure be when Juana had just lifted herself up 

after Kino had beaten her at the shore. As she was making her way back to the house, she sees the 

dead man. Her feelings were those of shock and disbelieve that Kino has killed a man, worry that she 

doesn’t see where Kino is, realisation that things will never be the same and worry about the baby’s 

safety. She wishes that Kino had listened to her and threw the evil pearl back to the sea but is 

determined to support her husband. 

The Mending Season 

This was the most unpopular text among centres in this section and it was not done well. 

Question 13 

What are your feelings for Tshidi as you read the passage? Support your answer with details 

from the passage. 

Candidates’ performance was very poor in this question. They re-narrated the passage without 

attaching their feelings as required by the question. They were supposed to express feelings of 

sympathy, sadness, compassion, happiness but be annoyed with her lies and ingenuity. 

 

(a) What, in your opinion does the passage reveal about KB’s character? Support your answer 

with details from the passage. 

Again, candidates’ performance in this question was very poor. They either re-narrated the passage 

or brought in details that were not in the passage. They were supposed to identify KB’s character 

traits within the confines of the passage such as: being a snob and an elitist, materialistic, vain, and 

proud but also kind for inviting Tshidi to her birthday party. 

Question 14 

For what reasons would you consider the Masemola sisters as strong ad loving in the story? 

Refer closely to the text for support. 

This question was one of the least popular among candidates in this section and the handful of 

candidates who chose it did well. They were able to identify reasons that make the Masemola sisters 

strong and loving. The sisters would be considered to be strong as they were able to raise themselves 

after losing their parents at a young age, they were able to withstand judgement and hate from their 

neighbours, they fought men and lived life on their own rules. Their love for each other is seen through 

the way they raised Tshidi – a combined effort, they never imagined a life without the other. Mmabatho 

and Malebone had to constantly look for a job for their elder sister who could not keep a job beyond 3 

months.   
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Question 15 

You are Mmamane Malesedi, just after leaving Tshidi at Ascension School gate on her first 

day. Write your thoughts. 

This was another unpopular question among candidates in this section. However, it was fairly done. 

Candidates recognised the moment and hence they reflected the relevant thoughts and feelings. In that 

moment, Malesedi’s feelings are those of pride and joy that they have managed to get Tshidi into to a 

prestigious school, anxious if she was going to be able to fit it, be worried if she would behave well just 

as they have taught her and wonder about the reaction of the neighbours when they learn about Tshidi’s 

new school. 

Africa Kills Her Sun. 

This was one of the popular texts among centres in this section, however candidates who chose 

questions in this section did not fare well. 

Question 16 

(a) What are your feelings towards Tengetile’s family as you read the passage? Support your 

answer with details from the passage 

This was one of the popular questions among candidates in this section and it was fairly done. 

However, some candidates did not include Hlengiwe when describing their feelings towards the 

family, yet she is part of the family. They were supposed to express feelings of anger and hatred 

for her uncle; sadness and pity for Tengetile’s mother; pity Tengetile for having to marry an old man; 

relief and hope for Fikelephi that she is going to be able to live freely. 

(b) What, in your opinion does the passage reveal about Tengetile’s uncle’s personality? 

Support your answer with details from the passage. 

In this question, candidate performed very well. They were able to identify Tengetile’s uncle’s 

personality as revealed in the passage. For instance, that of being greedy, selfish, opportunistic, 

insensitive, and manipulative. 

Question 17 

For what reasons would you consider Jan Redlinghuis as cruel and inhumane in the story The 

Sisters by Pauline Smith? Support your answer with close reference to the text. 

This was one of the least popular questions among candidates in this section. Candidates did not 

perform well. They did not remember the details of the story; hence they gave a general interpretation 

of a cruel and inhumane person. They were supposed to identify instances in the story that show old 

Jan as cruel and inhumane. For example: refusing to share the water with his neighbouring farm and 

taking De Jager’s land as a result killing De Jager’s wife. He also married Marta just to be spiteful to 

her father and humiliated her all over town. When Marta got sick, he did not care. He committed suicide 

without cause.  
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Question 18 

You are the man whom the Chief had been stealing millet from at the end of the story The 

Dishonest Chief by Ellis Singano and A.A Roscoe. Write your thoughts. 

This was another unpopular question among candidates in this section and their performance was 

extremely wanting. Candidates who chose this question did not remember the details of the story. As a 

result, they failed to recognise that the departure point is at the end of the story, not immediately after 

the man realised he had killed the Chief. They were supposed to reflect feelings of shock that the Chief 

was a thief, wonder why the Chief stole in the first place, be sad that he killed the Chief and worry about 

the reaction of the villagers towards him after this incident. 

Recommendations 

 Teachers are advised to cover all texts as required by the syllabus, as this was the major 

contributory factor to the poor performance in this examination. 

 Candidates must be trained to choose questions correctly; adhering to the instructions of the 

component, as failure to do so results to rubric infringement which disadvantaged the candidates. 

 It was also noted that in the traditional essays, candidates tend to use details from the passage of 

the same text instead of the whole text. Candidates must be reminded that in such questions, 

reference must be drawn from the whole text. 

 Like in previous year(s), it was noted that candidates chose two questions from the same section 

or text. The requirement is that: candidates should choose two passage-based questions and one 

essay OR two essay questions and one passage-based from the different sections of the paper. 

 In poetry, the focus should be on the language and its effect, not in the mere interpretation of the 

poems as these interpretations tend to be vague, out of context and misleading. 

 Teachers are also advised to give candidates ample practise time in the different types of questions 

so that they can respond accurately to the different genres. 
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Paper 120/02 

General Comments   

The performance unfortunately declined this year. This may be due to the fact that for the better part of 

the year candidates did not have ample time for lessons hence no full exposure to the demands of the 

paper. For this reason, teachers are encouraged to expose candidates to this kind of paper as early as 

possible and give as much practice as possible. Candidates need more practice in reading texts, 

question analysis and essay writing skills. We also noted with great concern how learners ignored the 

task and focused more on creating personal responses. This therefore meant we had no cake but had 

icing yet the main focus should be the cake; which is the response the set task, then the icing can 

follow; personal response. 

Structure of the paper 

The paper had two questions. Question 1 was a prose question; Question 2 was a poem. Candidates 

were required to respond to either question one or question two in 1 hour 30 minutes. Each question 

carried 20 marks. 

Comments on specific Questions 

Question 1    

Explore how this passage moves you to sympathise with the veterinary surgeon  

This question was by far the least popular choice among candidates in a long time. The passage is 

about a veterinary surgeon who is helping a cow which has complications with calving. Despite his 

inexperience, he tries his level best and does not give up regardless of the farmer and his son’s gloomy 

faces or the farmer’s brother’s sarcasm. 

Candidates who performed well are those who solely focussed on explaining how sympathy is evoked 

in them as they read the passage. They had to focus on their feelings of sympathy not the characters’ 

feelings. Also their sympathy was to be directed to the veterinary surgeon only not all the characters in 

the story. The candidates’ sympathy was evoked by their in-depth understanding and awareness of 

moments, situations, descriptions and choice of words. Candidates were required to state reasons for 

sympathising with the veterinary surgeon. One would be the reason that he is inexperienced. For 

instance, he tries for ‘the hundredth time’ to help the cow but is not successful. The description of the 

harsh working environment also makes one pity him. 

Weak responses were those that showed vague or elementary understanding of the passage. Their 

errors in understanding included quoting or sharing personal, family, or herding experiences which had 

nothing to do with the passage or task. Gross irrelevance was also noted whereby candidates mistook 

the cow for a woman. Others gave a negative connotation to some expressions. The veterinary’s taking  

out of tools was largely misinterpreted. Candidates assumed that he was giving up yet he was trying to 

help the cow yet again. Moreover, instead of solely discussing sympathy, a majority of learners 

discussed a variety of feelings.      
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Question 2 

Explore how this poem vividly depicts the persona’s strong feelings about Alexandra. 

This was by far the most popular choice for a majority for candidates. This poem portrayed the story of 

a speaker who has mixed feelings about his Township – Alexandra.    

Candidates who performed well in this question were able to discuss how the poet applies apt language 

to portray the persona’s mixed feelings of hate, anger, sadness, hopelessness, acceptance and love. 

Not only did they identify the feelings, they explained why the speaker feels the way he does after giving 

an example quoted from the poem. The image of a child who is suffering, desperately clinging to an 

unloving mother because one cannot choose another clearly brought out the persona’s intense feelings 

of hatred, pain and hopeless towards the township – Alexandra. Better candidates not only commented 

on the effect of the images like, ‘blood’, ‘dongas’, ‘dust’ and ‘hell’ in bringing the persona’s strong 

negative feelings about the township, but also highlighted the feelings of love manifest in the last stanza 

which are a result of the persona’s painful acceptance that you cannot change your destiny. 

Weaker responses were those that displayed a vague or little understanding of the poem. A majority 

focussed on figures of speech and incorrectly quoted them or merely defined them without quoting 

examples from the text. Some candidates totally ignored the effect of the identified figures of speech. 

Candidates also misunderstood and misinterpreted some aspects of the poem and some words. For 

instance, the township which is metaphorically referred to as a mother was literally interpreted as the 

speaker’s biological mother. Gross irrelevance was noted with some candidates who shared their 

personal experiences or issues of mothers neglecting their children typical to their environment. Other 

learners unfortunately gave their own feelings instead of the persona’s feelings as per demands of the 

question. 

Factors Affecting Performance 

 Not writing one whole essay. Such a method of responding limits the flow of ideas hence affecting 

the candidate’s development of the response. This results in ideas that are sketchy and disjointed 

or incomplete and inadequate.  

 Writing quite a number of feelings then lifting directly from the text or merely narrating the passage 

or poem instead of explaining how that particular feeling is being evoked. 

 Use of synonyms instead of a variety of feelings in question two and giving a variety of feelings 

instead of sticking to the key word – sympathy.  

 Some candidates wrote lengthy responses. These resulted in repeated points and over 

explanations of some points thus failing to develop their ideas and comments convincingly.  

Expectations 

 The expectation is that the feeling is stated or named. It should be accompanied by a clear 

explanation; why, how, and what evokes such a feeling. Close reference should be made to justify 

or exemplify the moments or situations that are the reason for such feelings.  
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 Explanations for feelings should be related to the feeling mentioned. For example, an explanation 

or reason for a feeling of excitement should prove that indeed whatever moment or situation is 

exciting. 

 Knowledge of the meanings of words denoting feelings is essential if there is going to be any 

relevance. 

 Mention specific feelings instead of generalisations. Avoid using; I feel emotional; I feel good or I 

feel bad. Candidates are expected to be specific e.g. grief, agony, sympathy, hopelessness etc. 

Recommendations 

 Teach question analysis skills to help learners to focus on the task or question requirements. 

 Teach candidates how to develop responses i.e. paragraph development. 

 Expose learners to different question types. 

 Teach text analysis and how emotions are evoked as opposed to giving learners lists of feelings 

which they will merely regurgitate and use out of context. Learners should be able to give 

appropriate feelings and support them with relevant examples as well as explain how the selected 

example evokes the said feeling. 

 Stick to the given feeling and avoid using synonyms because candidates end up giving wrong words 

 Explain to candidates the purpose of the synopsis, bullet points and glossary. 

 Help candidates by giving them different situations where they will identify different feelings, name 

them and explain clearly why they get such feelings. 

 Encourage the persuasive type of writing to avoid narrations. 


